
 

 

                     Friday 23rd October 2020  

Dear Parents/Carers 

RE: End of T1 Letter to Parents  

I hope this letter finds you well. It only seems a short while ago that we were sharing our 
operational plans and getting ready to welcome all students back to Oak at the start of a new 
academic year.  
 
35 school days later, and in a few hours our first term will be officially over. It’s certainly been a 
busy one, and although working in ‘bubbles’ has brought a number of different challenges, it’s 
also brought some welcome positives to.  
 
I’m delighted by the ease with which Year 7 have settled into the routines and expectations of a 
new school and have seen first-hand the positive impact our transition programme in the 
summer term has had on the students involved.  
 
The same can be said of Year 11, currently the best overall performing year group with 4148 
conduct points, leading second place Year 7 by nearly 700 points! This is a clear reflection of the 
positive work ethic and use of the study area – again exclusive to Year 11 as we’re working in 
‘bubbles.’ 
 
The most improved year group this term, however, is Year 10. Students here have been superb 
in returning to Oak with a clear focus in adopting positive routines and making the most of their 
time in lessons. It’s been a real pleasure walking through lessons these last few weeks to see 
and hear the great work taking place. Well done to Mr Turner, his tutor team and everyone in 
Year 10!  
 
It’s great to see students happy and engaged in their learning, growing in confidence as a result 
of exclusively ‘owning’ their learning and social spaces.  
 
Routines have been the focus of term one and we’ve worked hard to adapt to our new way of 
working within our operational plans and risk management. Decisions made have ensured that 
education and well-being are at the heart of what we do and I’m proud to say that as a result of 
these detailed plans and thorough preparation, cases of Covid-19 have been much lower than in 
other schools across the area and significantly lower than the rate of infection nationally.  
 
Further ‘Expectations Assemblies’ to all year groups took place at the mid-point in the term, and 
I know that this reminder regarding remaining in bubbles, increased hand-hygiene, creating 
space when moving around the site, ensuring good attendance and applying a positive attitude 
to learning really did help students and staff stick to the plan and ensure the risk of infection 
transmission is as low as it can possibly be.  
 
At the same time, reminders in these assemblies made clear our expectations regarding 
equipment and uniform. 
 
Full details of what students are required to wear and bring each day in order to learn have been 
frequently shared with our community, yet a small number of students still arrive each day 
unprepared in this regard.  



 

As part of our planning, in term one we have provided pens, pencils and other stationery as part 
of a class bubble, ensuring that all students are able to access their learning. We have since 
launched our stationery packs with our community, and for £2 parents (and students) can 
purchase a plastic wallet with all the necessary equipment needed.  
 
Sales have been steady and it is our intention to conduct a check of all students’ equipment on 
our first day back in tutor time. Any student without the basic equipment of a pen, pencil and 
ruler will be issued with a stationery pack and £2 charged to their parent pay account. Do please 
ensure, therefore, that as bags are packed the night before, equipment checks are made or a 
note from parents in the student planner is written to request a stationery pack.  
 
With regard to uniform, I have been impressed with the consistent pride in which uniform is 
being worn. Ties and blazers are worn appropriately, and although some students are choosing 
to wear non-academy jumpers and hoody’s as an alternative to an overcoat, these are being 
removed when staff ask.  
 
Students have fedback that they enjoy wearing their PE uniform on days when they have core 
PE. We agree, and again are seeing the majority of students following our Academy expectation. 
I would like to raise, however, that students must wear our Academy PE shirt or a plain black T-
shirt if they do not yet have one. The overall colour of our PE kit is black. Students should not 
arrive in clothing of a different colour or in branded clothing of a different style. A small number 
of students are wearing grey and green tracksuits and this will need to be addressed over the 
half-term break so that our Academy dress code is followed when students return in November.  
 
Similarly, we have seen a small increase in the number of students wearing a face piercing 
during the day. These are not permitted in our dress code and we have worked with students 
and families concerned to make clear our expectation that when students return after half term, 
these will be removed. This compromise in term one has been to ensure students attend school 
each day and establish positive routines for learning. With these now in place, we will be 
returning to our zero tolerance approach with regard to our dress code expectations and have 
given students fair warning in this regard.  
 
Finally, I do hope that as a family you are able to enjoy some rest and relaxation together next 
week and that students will return energised and ready for another busy term in the run up to 
Christmas.  
 
Term two has always been my favourite, and although we don’t yet know what Christmas may 
look like for us nationally, I do know that based on how well students have returned to Oak so 
far, the magic will continue over the coming weeks and months leading up to the festive season.  
 
As ever, thank you so much for all the love, care and support you give in working with us to 
ensure that students at Oak can “be the best they can be.” 
 
Have a wonderful half-term break and we look forward to welcoming students back on      
Tuesday 3rd November. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Richard Burgas 

Principal 


