
 

 

                  Wednesday 3rd June 2020

  

Dear Parents/Carers 

RE: Academy Update: Provision for Year 10 from Monday 15th June 

I hope this letter continues to find you safe and well. When I last wrote to you, it was to 

explain our intent to create onsite provision for Year 10, so long as certain conditions could 

be met:  

 Risk assessments and changes to daily practice could bring the risk of possible 

infection down as low as possible and to a manageable level. 

 Staff able to attend could make our provision viable. 

 The curriculum we could offer would be a meaningful experience for students. 

Whilst no level of planning can truly remove any risk entirely, I am confident that as a result 

of the hard work of our staff and site team, supported by Ambitions Academies Trust, we are 

delighted to be able to offer onsite provision to Year 10 students from Monday 15th June.  

I would also like to thank you for completing our recent survey to establish your views about 

any return to Oak – feedback is so important and do know that you can always contact me 

directly should you have any questions.  

In total, 61 out of 90 families responded to our survey and results were pretty much as 

expected – a near 50/50 split among our community (as is the case up and down the country) 

as to whether children should return to schools. Parents that said they would not send their 

children in cited shielding reasons or concerns about how social distancing could be managed 

in a school based environment. These concerns were also felt by those saying they would 

send their children in – so overall, as you’d expect, our community is rightly waiting to see 

what our offer is and how the risk of infection is going to be safely managed.  

We have written our “Year 10 Curriculum and Operational Plan June-July 2020” and this is 

being shared with this letter so that you can see how we plan to welcome students back in a 

safe way and ensure that a form of learning does take place in the classroom.  

I would like to stress, though, that at this time our main aim is to provide support and guidance 

for students’ mental health and well-being, such that our offer will help to re-establish routines 

within a familiar environment, provide face-to-face contact with known staff and enable open 

and positive discussion about recent experiences, alongside the lesson being delivered. This 

is very much in line with Ofsted’s recommendation also, and although learning will take place, 

a clear focus on well-being will be at the heart of what we do.  

You may have seen on our social media pages a link to a video created by the NHS Mental 

Health Well-Being Team in our local area. It’s a short video helping young people (and their 

parents) prepare for a return to school. I’ve included the link below and would encourage you 

to watch this with your son/daughter so that the return to Oak can be as smooth as possible.  



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7MaVy8nLxuE&feature=youtu.be 

Similarly, the Department for Education has today published updated guidance on what 

parents and carers need to know about education settings during the Covid-19 outbreak that 

includes: information on the curriculum, after school activities, repeating a year for pupils, 

transport and keeping children safe online.  

They have also amended information on whether it is compulsory to send pupils to school and 

education for children at home.  

The guidance can be found here:   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-

for-parents-and-carers   

So what does our provision look like?  

Please read the “Year 10 Curriculum and Operational Plan June-July 2020” to fully understand 

how we will welcome back all of Year 10, adopting a rota basis and splitting them into five 

smaller groups that will each attend on one day a week. This day will not change, and time 

spent at Oak will supplement the remote learning set by teachers through Microsoft Teams.  

How will we reduce the risk of transmission?  

A comprehensive risk assessment has been drafted and sits behind our plan so that social 

distancing measures, restricted access to classrooms and communal areas, procedures for 

handing out and storing exercise books and minimising contact between staff and students 

are all in place to reduce the likelihood of Covid-19 transmission. 

Will my son/daughter be with their friendship group?  

We will look to accommodate friendship groups as far as possible when planning but 

unfortunately cannot give guarantees in this regard. 

What is the timetable and curriculum plan?  

Students will follow our existing timings of the day and should arrive to the canteen by 8.40 

for a briefing assembly at the start of each day. They will then be taught English, Maths, 

Science and PE, as well as having a session in IT1 to access their other option subjects through 

Teams, with staff on hand to support. 

Will my son/daughter be taught by their normal teacher?  

All students will be taught by subject specialists in Maths, English, Science and PE, although 

these may not be their usual teacher. Teachers will only attend on the same day as these 

students and will only teach the same groups in order to create a ‘bubble’ and minimise the 

risk of Covid-19 transmission. 

Will the canteen be open for food and drink? 

We will not be able to open the canteen to provide food and drink and students are advised 

to bring a packed lunch and water bottle that can be filled. Free School Meal Vouchers will 

still be issued electronically to families that are eligible.  
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Does my child have to wear academy uniform?  

Government guidelines have said that all clothing worn when attending should be clean and 

washed at the end of the day. For this reason, we have relaxed the dress code to non-uniform 

and students are not required to follow our dress code. They should wear clean and 

comfortable clothing, with suitable footwear for PE activities as students will not be changing 

into PE kit during the day. We feel this gives the greatest flexibility to families as well as 

promoting well-being of students. Staff dress code is also likely to be relaxed at this time.  

What happens if my child becomes unwell?  

Students must not attend if they are displaying any symptoms of Covid-19.  

If a student becomes unwell during the day and it is not symptomatic of Covid-19, then our 

usual process can be followed and first aid will be administered.  

Should any student develop symptoms of Covid-19, they will be isolated with a member of 

staff to limit the possible risk of transmission, parents will be contacted and the student sent 

home. If the student is tested positive for Covid-19, we will contact all students and staff in 

that teaching bubble as they will have to self-isolate for 14 days.  

Whatever I decide to do regarding sending my child in, can I change my mind?  

Absolutely. The government is encouraging students to return to school where it is safe and 

well to do so, but ultimately it is your decision as parents to make. We are looking forward to 

welcoming as many students back as possible, but do recognise that circumstances change 

and will continue to support families and respect decisions made.  

What are the next steps? 

Please ensure that you have read our “Year 10 Curriculum and Operational Plan June-July 

2020” and raise any questions or comments that you have with me directly before Thursday 

11th June, so that any necessary changes can still be considered.  

We will shortly send out a survey using Microsoft Forms to secure a response from you as to 

whether you will be sending in your child week commencing 15th June.  

It is important that all families indicate a response so that we can accurately prepare staff 

teaching groups – this is key to the safety of students and staff.  

I would be grateful if you can complete the survey by 4pm Monday 8th June and appreciate 

that time will be spent at home reaching a decision you are comfortable with.  

All Oak staff are here to support you. You can contact me directly should you have any 

questions about our plan, or do please continue to contact tutors and teachers as you have 

done so over the last 10 weeks.  

As ever, thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Richard Burgas 

Principal 

rburgas@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk  
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