
 

 

                  Wednesday 13th May 2020

  

Dear Parents/Carers 

RE: Academy Update: Remote Learning and Possible Opening to Year 10 

 

I hope this letter finds you safe and well. I am sure that by now you will be aware of the 

Government’s ambition for all schools to consider inviting key groups of students back from 

June 1st.  

This is in addition to the ongoing provision for a limited number of vulnerable students and 

those whose parents are keyworkers, where children cannot be safely cared for at home.  

Reading the supporting documents published on Monday, alongside any students from the 

above categories, it’s realistic to say that only Year 10 may be able to return to Oak in a 

structured way before the summer holidays, and that Oak remains closed to students in Years 

7-9, with no date yet for their return.  

It’s also clear that if and when Year 10 do return, planning must ensure that risks are 

managed, such that they will not return to full timetables or even the normal timings of the 

day.  

Put simply, there remains an immediate and significant need for all students to continue to 

learn remotely, with support from their teachers, until such time that all schools can reopen.  

For this reason, we have continued to develop our online curriculum and will be moving to a 

new platform – Microsoft Teams – for all students from June 1st. Microsoft Teams allows the 

creation of teaching groups and will make easier the communication and monitoring of work 

between a teacher and their class.  

We are a Microsoft Academy, and moving to this platform is a long term commitment that 

will enable students and teachers to work dynamically – it will remain a feature of our 

working practice when Oak is fully open and life has returned to normal.  

It’s therefore important that as parents and students you familiarise yourselves with how 

Teams works. To support you, Mrs Richley has created a number of tutorial videos and will 

be sharing these with you.  

Moving to Teams will allow teachers greater control, in a timely manner, of how work is 

being completed. They can set assignments, create deadlines and monitor the completion of 

work set at individual student level. A ‘chat’ function enables dialogue between students and 

teachers, so that real time dialogue around learning can take place. This will also add 

another way of connecting with each other, with positive benefits to our mutual health and 

well-being.  



 

In this way, although we’re continuing to work remotely, we’re able to take back a degree of 

‘responsibility’ for the learning students undertake – something which parents have had to 

do since lockdown began and for which we are hugely grateful.  

The same approach applies to Year 10. We are currently planning how we can welcome 

them back to Oak in smaller groups and with an alternative timetable, such that the face-to-

face contact we do have will supplement their remote learning, not replace it. 

Our mandate of providing quality education in a safe and happy environment remains 

unchanged, and with guidance now published, there is much work to do to establish if we 

can safely reopen, and what changes and remedial work needs to be undertaken before any 

students (and staff!) can return.  

There is also a need to consider a range of other factors in determining both the likelihood 

of a return for year 10 and what the offer would look like, such as: 

 The number of staff actually able to attend Oak to work – are we able to offer face-

to-face teaching across all subjects?  

 What’s your view? As parents, are you willing to send your child back if we’re able to 

reopen?  

 What protective equipment should be available and might be needed?  

 Should children return to school if they live with family members who are vulnerable 

to Covid-19?  

I am sure you, too, have more questions than answers at this time, and I make the point 

only to stress that although it very much is our intent to create a timetable for year 10 and 

welcome them back in some capacity before the end of this academic year, any decision to 

do so can only be made in conjunction with all the DfE and latest government guidance AND 

subject to a detailed risk assessment being in place.  

It is a fine balancing act of eliminating all known risks through a change in daily practice (to 

ensure the risk of transmission is effectively controlled) with the ability to provide a 

meaningful learning experience that supports our remote offer.  

For all our families, we will continue to update you in the regular way of letter and email.     

I also know that Mrs Biles and Mrs Richley (and their staff teams) have been equally busy 

contacting you regarding well-being checks and to answer curriculum questions – thank you 

so much for your positive response, patience and understanding as we continue to adapt to 

this new way of working.  

For our Year 10 families, I will write to you again soon with details of our proposed offer.  

Until then, do continue to keep yourselves safe. Stick to your routine, structured learning for 

some part of every school day is better than none. Take exercise, at home or outdoors as a 

family if you choose to do so. Be kind to each other and take heart from the random acts of 

kindness and selflessness that are happening up and down our country as we continue to 

support each other through this unprecedented period in our lives.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Richard Burgas 

Principal 


