
 

 

                  Monday 20th April 2020  

Dear Parents/Carers 

RE: Year 11 GCSE grades and other important information 

Following the Government’s decision to cancel the 2020 examination series you will have since 

received a letter from Ofqual regarding the way in which GCSE grades will be awarded this 

summer. The information below should hopefully clear up any questions you may have and 

also give you some guidance on what comes next for your son/daughter. 

How will my son/daughters grades be determined this summer? 

Although full details of this can be found at the following link Government Publications, 

below is a summary of all main points: 

 The classroom teacher will use professional experience to make a fair and objective 

judgement of the grade they believe a student would have achieved, had they sat their 

exams this year. 

 In addition to this, academies/schools are required to provide a rank order of students 

within each grade. 

 No further work should be completed to inform this judgement (this also means 

there needs to be no completion of controlled assessments.) 

 The judgement will not be shared with the student. 

 We must complete the submission of this data by 29th May 2020. 

 Exam boards will then carry statistical standardisation. This may mean grades are 

changed either up or down, however the rank order set by the Academy cannot be 

altered. 

 Results will be released on Thursday 20th August 2020 (not earlier as originally 

suggested). 

 The appeal process for students and schools is still being decided, however all students 

will have an opportunity to sit their exams in the new academic year, if they feel their 

result does not reflect what could have been achieved. 

 College and sixth forms will then use data to decide if the student has met 

requirements to continue onto their chosen course. 

So what should my son/daughter do next? 

After working so hard, we understand it may seem strange for your son/daughter to accept 

that no more can be done to alter the grade they will achieve this summer. We do however 

recommend that they begin to look forward to the subjects they will be studying next year. 

Research we have, on the suspension of education, tells us that the longer the break in formal 

education the greater the loss of learning.  

Completing some transition work between now and September will minimise this loss. 

Students can contact their college/sixth forms directly for advice on what can be done and/or 

contact the most relevant teacher from Oak for support. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2020


 

The careers team will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that you have all the information 

needed to make the best destination choices for your future. Whilst it may not feel like it, the 

majority of students are already in the best position moving forward as they have completed 

applications, attended interviews and have already secured a placement.   

The team are in daily contact with the colleges, who have shared with us that some students 

haven’t yet accepted places offered via the College App.  Please can you ask your 

son/daughter to check this and ensure that action is taken to secure their intended 

destination.  This is important for everyone to check, but especially if they are on an 

Apprenticeship route.   

If your son/daughter would like to increase their awareness of certain subjects or employability 

options, then they should also look at completing a MOOC.  These are Massive Open Online 

Courses, the majority of which are free, and look very good on CV’s for both universities and 

employers, as well as forming a grounding of knowledge in a subject area of personal interest.  

If you need any advice or support about anything to do with future careers options, please do 

not hesitate to contact us.  Mrs Speed has been in contact with many students already and 

will continue to touch base with everyone over the next few weeks, however, if you would 

like a virtual meeting or telephone call, do let us know and it will be arranged.  

I understand that Year 11 students will still be feeling a little raw from everything that has 

happened over the last month. I can absolutely assure all parents and students in Year 11 

that Oak Academy will implement all expectations and requirements set out by the Department 

for Education to meet all deadlines.  

In addition to this, Mrs Cummings continues to work in the back ground to ensure that all that 

everything is in place for students to allow them to celebrate their time at Oak Academy. This 

includes hoodies, yearbooks, Record of Achievements and at an appropriate time their leaver’s 

prom. Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Cummings regarding any of this at 

rcummings@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk.  

If you have any further academic/safeguarding/careers questions in the interim, please 

continue to contact directly: 

Academic – Oak SLT Team OakSLT@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk  

Safeguarding – Oak Safeguarding Team   SafeguardingTeam@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk  

Careers –  Katherine Speed kspeed@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Hayley Richley 

Vice Principal (Standards) 
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