
 

Year 10 End of Year Exam: English Literature  

In this handout, you will find information that the English department 

expect you to learn for your end of year exams. 

Friday 12th July: English Literature – An Inspector Calls, A Christmas 

Carol, 5 poems from the power and conflict anthology (you will have to 

learn all 15 for your English Literature GCSE in summer 2020). 

Tips: Write them down, use flashcards, create mind maps, highlight key 

words and test each other! 

 

Literature: An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley  

Key quotations:  

 ‘A man has to make his own way- has to look after himself and 

his family too…’ (Mr Birling) 

 ‘I speak as a head headed business man…’ (Mr Birling) 

 ‘They’ll be peace and prosperity everywhere…’ (Mr Birling) 

 ‘…I gather there’s a very good chance of a knighthood- so long as we behave 

ourselves’. (Mr Birling) 

 ‘Yes, yes. Horrid business. But I don’t understand why you should come here,’ 

(Mr Birling to the Inspector.  

 ‘It’s my duty to ask questions.’ (Inspector Goole) 

 ‘…it’s better to ask for the earth than to take it.’ (Inspector Goole) 

 ‘it would do us all a bit of good +if sometimes we tried to put ourselves in the 

place of these young women…’ (Inspector Goole) 

 ‘Public men, Mr Birling, have responsibilities as well as privileges.’ (The 

Inspector to Mr Birling)  

 ‘We are member of one body’. (The Inspector) 

 

Key contextual information:  

 Set before the First World War but written and performed after the Second 

World War- this was a period of huge change.  

 When My Birling talks about the Titanic, WW1 and labour strikes (and says 

they won’t happen) the audience know that they DID all happen and this 

makes Mr Birling sound foolish. 

 Mr Birling’s ideas are capitalist (concerned with property and wealth) and 

Inspector Goole’s are socialist (concerned with the wider society) 
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The setting and staging 

 The play is all set in the Birling’s dining room- Priestley wanted the inner 

tensions of the family in their ‘heavily comfortable’ home to be revealed. 

 When the Inspector arrives, the lighting changes from ‘pink and intimate’ to 

‘brighter and harder’. 

 The Inspector’s arrival interrupts Mr Birling’s speech about ‘a man has to mind 

his own business’.   

 

 

Literature: A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens  

Key quotations: 

 ‘Scrooge kept the coal box in his own room;’ (Stave 1) 

 ‘Come then, returned the nephew gaily. ‘What right have you to be 

dismal?...You’re rich enough’. (Stave 1 Fred to Scrooge) 

 ‘If they would rather die, said Scrooge. ‘They had better do it, and decrease 

the surplus population’. (Stave 1 Scrooge to the charity collectors) 

 ‘Cratchit’s wife, dressed out but poorly in a twice turned gown,’ (Stave 3) 

 ‘Alas for Tiny Tim, he bore a little crutch, and has his limbs supported by an 

iron frame!’ (Stave 3) 

 ‘From the foldings of its robe, it brought two children; wretched, abject, 

frightful, hideous, miserable. (Stave 3 Ghost of Christmas present) 

 ‘Alley and archways, like so many cesspools, disgorged their offences of 

smell, and dirt, and life’. (Stave 4) 

 ‘I’ll raise your salary, and endeavour to assist your struggling family,’ (Stave 

5) 

 

Key contextual information:  

 In 1834 a new Poor Law was introduced to reduce the financial help available 

to the poor. It ruled that all unemployed people would have to enter a 

workhouse to receive food and shelter. 

 Dickens was very interested in the plight of the poor due to his own childhood 

experience of poverty when his family went into debt. 

 Children often suffered the most from poor living conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Literature: Power and Conflict Poetry 

Bayonet Charge 

Key quotations: 

 ‘Bullets smacking the belly out of the air’ 

 ‘He was running/Like a man who has jumped up in the dark’ 

 ‘…a yellow hare…its mouth wide/Open silent, its eyes standing out.’ 

 ‘He plunged past with his bayonet toward the green hedge’ 

 ‘His terror’s touchy dynamite.’ 

Context:  

The poem is about a nameless soldier going over the top in the trenches. The 

nameless soldier in the poem seems to become more a weapon than a man, rushing 

toward the enemy. It is not clear at the end whether he dies but there is definitely a 

change in him. The poet, Ted Hughes, was a former RAF serviceman and he often  

 

Charge of the Light Brigade 

Key quotations: 

 ‘Into the valley of Death/Rode the six hundred’ 

 ‘Theirs not to make reply, /Theirs not to reason why,/Theirs but to do and 

die.’ 

 ‘Then they rode back, but not/Not the six hundred.’ 

 ‘Stormed at with shot and shell,/While horse and hero fell.’ 

 ‘When can their glory fade?’ 

Context: 

The Crimean war saw British troops fighting in Russia. At this time, people would still 

also fight or horses, to rush in and attack before they could reload or stop them. 

However the light brigade were very lightly equipped, more for scouting or attacking 

from the back or sides. During a battle, a miscommunication sent the light brigade 

charging head first into the cannons of the other side. The men were respected for 

following orders, even though they knew they may be wrong. Lord Tennyson was 

asked to write a poem celebrating their glorious sacrifice. 

 

Remains 

Key quotations: 

 ‘probably armed, possibly not.’ 

 ‘I see every round as it rips through his life –‘ 

 ‘One of my mates goes by/and tosses his guts back into his body.’ 

 ‘His blood-shadow stays on the street’ 

 ‘his bloody life in my bloody hands.’ 
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Context:  

The poem is written from the perspective of a soldier stationed in Iraq or 

Afghanistan (or any warzone really). The poem is looking at the fact the solider, 

even long after this event, cannot leave the memory behind and carries this dead 

man with him in his mind. Post traumatic stress and mental illness is very common 

in soldiers who struggle to come to terms with some part of their duty, normally a 

horrific memory of killing or being in danger which gives them nightmares and panic 

attacks as well as depression and sometimes suicidal tendencies.  

 

War Photographer 

Key quotations: 

 ‘spools of suffering set out in ordered rows’ 

 ‘Belfast. Beirut. Phnom Penh. All flesh is grass.’ 

 ‘to fields which don't explode beneath the feet/of running children in a 

nightmare heat.’ 

 ‘how the blood stained into foreign dust.’ 

 ‘he stares impassively at where/he earns his living and they do not care.’ 

Context:  

The poem is written about a war photographer who has returned home and is 

developing his photos. Old style film is very sensitive to light, so it must be done in a 

dark room lit with red light. The poem is also looking at the contrast between the 

war zones and safety of being back home and the way people just do not 

understand the truth, after all a single photo cannot show everything.  

 

Exposure  

Key quotations: 

 ‘Worried by silence, sentries whisper, curious, nervous,/But nothing happens.’ 

 ‘Sudden successive flights of bullets streak the silence.’ 

 ‘Is it that we are dying?’ 

 ‘We cringe in holes, back on forgotten dreams, and stare, snow-dazed’ 

 ‘The burying-party, picks and shovels in their shaking grasp,/Pause over half-

known faces.’ 

Context:  

Wilfred Owen was a soldier and officers in World War 1. He died before the end of 

the war but during his time he saw the full horror of conditions on the front line. He 

wrote a number of poems about this. Owen’s poems were often angry that the 

soldiers were in muddy dangerous trenches while the generals behind the lines were 

living in comfort. Owen’s poems tried to show the truth of conditions to people back 

home. He was not against fighting, but was angry about the conditions soldiers had 

to live with in order to do so. 


