
  

 

Term 3 Newsletter Principal’s Welcome  

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 

It is with great pleasure that I write sharing a range of events and opportunities that continue to benefit students 

here at Oak. It has certainly been a busy term! 

Year 11 students in particular have settled well into summer exam preparation and have completed a range of   

additional intervention sessions. The positive Parents’ Evening on January 17th gave great focus to these sessions 

and weekly attendance is consistently above 100! Thank you for your continued support in this regard. 

I’m delighted that Oak will be hosting the ‘High Achievers Conference’ during half-term, and, with a further 2             

Intervention days on offer that week, know that together we’re doing all that we can to provide additional quality 

revision and study skills sessions to Year 11 that will help create confidence and improve outcomes in the summer.  

We have endured the extremes of both weather and sickness during this term and once again, I extend my thanks 

to you as parents for ensuring that whenever possible, students do attend. It really is making a big difference.  

I hope you enjoy reading through the following pages and reflect on another successful term completed, made            

possible by the continued commitment of ‘high expectations’ in all things by the students, parents and staff here at 

Oak Academy. 

I wish you all a restful half-term break and look forward to working with you again in Term 4. 

Yours sincerely 

Richard Burgas 

Principal 

 

Oak Academy Welcomes Chinese Students! 

Our relationship with Chinese students is well established through the Global Youth Ambassador Project,                      

with Oak opening our doors to welcome the fourth group of students from the North East of China from the                                      

15th-17th January.  

Playing host to 42 students and 4 staff, we’re delighted that our newest international visitors have come from a 

school that visited us last year – such is the bond of friendship that exists through this programme.  

The event was commemorated with an award presented to the Chinese Principal, herself visiting the UK for the 

first time. Oak students were the perfect ambassadors and delivered a range of taster lessons and team-building 

activities that will leave a lasting memory on our guests.                  

Oak students are now looking forward to our visit to China in the summer.  



   

Cross Country Team Goes the Distance! 

On the 27th January, Oak’s cross country team raced at Bryanston 

School, showing great determination and resilience throughout the 

tough physical challenge. Both the girls and boys teams completed  

the 2.8km course.  

Liam Wilmot was our best placed male and Lauren Rogers our best 

placed female student. 

Well done to all the team for representing Oak Academy! 

“Effort + Resilience = Success!” 

 

A Caring Business! – Student Visit to Euro Disney, Paris.  

 

GCSE students from Health & Social Care and Business teamed up to complete a         

3-day residential at Euro Disney, Paris, to complement their studies and support the 

controlled assessment element of the course. (We’re not taking the mickey!)              

The perfect combination of work and play, students made the best of time available, 

which included the evening shows with real snow!  

Huge thanks to Ms Cummings, Mrs Lee and Mr Randall for leading this rewarding trip.  

 

Rowing our way in to the Next Round!  

 

12 students from Year 7 and 8 took part in the annual Dorset 
School Games Indoor Rowing qualifier for Bournemouth Schools 
on the 31st January.  

Students were required to row for 2 minutes (Year 7) and 3 
minutes (Year 8) in a head to head competition with the furthest 
distance recorded being the one who wins the race! 

Well done to Lauren Rogers winning the Year 7 Girls event with 
Jess O’Mahoney taking Bronze, and Lilly Newton  claiming Bronze 
in the Year 8 girls event, missing out on Gold by 30m! 

 

A great achievement to all students involved and a huge thank you to Mr Pretty for organising the event. 



  

 

Proposed Amendments to the Timings of the Academy Day  

During the course of the autumn term, we have spent a considerable period of time preparing for our new             

curriculum, which is due to begin in September 2019. 

Balancing this between the academic demands of the new curriculum and the financial constraints that we are faced 

with  has been challenging. Currently, the academy operates a 27.5 hour a week timetable. Our proposal is to reduce 

this to 25 hours a week with changes to the school times as set out below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The period of consultation for this change will open on 4th March and close on 29th March. If you have any comments 
that you wish to make, please email kgalton@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk, marking your email as ‘consultation         
response to proposed school  day’. 
 
As a consequence of these changes, there would be an increased extra-curricular offer after the normal school day 

has finished which we believe many of our students would really appreciate. Our current finish time of 4pm on a 

Monday and Tuesday can make this difficult for some students to attend due to wider commitments at home.          

To add to this, many of you have expressed concerns about your children walking home in the dark during the 

winter months, which is only made more difficult by our later finish on a Monday and Tuesday.  

We feel that by making these changes we will be able to increase our after school   curriculum, whilst still ensuring 

students arrive home at a reasonable time. 

The minimum weekly teaching times issued by the Department for Education for students aged between 12-16 is 

currently set at 24 hours. Although we are proposing to reduce the total length of our school week, this proposal still 

ensures we are one hour above it at 25 hours. 

We very much value your views and will consider carefully any comments that are received. A final decision will then 

be taken and confirmed by Easter 2019 and we will communicate this directly to you. 

 

Academy Uniform 

A reminder that all uniform orders need to be made direct through Brigade. http://www.brigade.uk.com/   

To support the odd lost student necktie we have purchased a stock and will be working with students to ensure that 

these are worn correctly at all times.  

With the winter weather continuing, a reminder that suitable coats as outlined in the student planner are the best 

solution to this cold and wet weather.  If students do wear hoodies underneath their blazer they do need to be     

removed on arrival in the morning.  Additionally, if students need an extra layer the Oak jumper can be purchased 

from Brigade. 

 

Day Proposed Times Proposed Changes 

Monday 
08.40 – 15.00 

08.40 – 16.00* 
Reduction of 1 hour for Years 7-10 

No change from current timings for Year 11* 

Tuesday 08.40 – 15.00 Reduction of 1 hour for all students 

Wednesday 08.40 – 15.00 Reduction of 30 minutes for all students 

Thursday 08.40 – 15.00 No change 

Friday 08.40 – 14.00 No change 

mailto:kgalton@leaf.bournemouth.sch.uk
http://www.brigade.uk.com/


    

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 

 

Spring and Summer Term Dates 2019 

Spring Term  

 
  

Summer Term  

 
  

Staff Training Days 

Monday 3rd September 2018 

Tuesday 4th September 2018 

Monday 29th October 2018 

Friday 30th November 2018 

Monday 7th January 2019 

Friday 15th March 2019 

Friday 5th July 2019 

 

Disaggregated Staff Training Days (Academy closed to staff and students) 

Monday 22nd July 2019 

Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 

Tuesday 8th January 2019 First Day of Term 

Friday 15th February 2019 Break up for Half Term 

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February Half Term 

Monday 25th February 2019 Students return to school 

Friday 5th April 2019 Break up for Easter Holidays 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 First Day of Term 

Monday 6th May 2019 Bank Holiday 

Friday 24th May 2019 Break up for Half Term 

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May 2019 Half Term 

Monday 3rd June 2019 Students return to school 

Friday 19th July 2019 Break up for Summer Holidays 


