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Welcome to our second newsletter of the academic year!
With 38 teaching days over 8 weeks, this is the longest term with plenty packed in as we run up to Christmas. We are bringing
this issue forward to be able to share recent memorable events and provide information on end of term arrangements and
clarity for the return in the New Year. I am proud to say the content of this publication continues to showcase the sustained
partnership commitment of students, staff and parents in ensuring our learners make the most of their time at Oak.
I’m delighted to say that following a successful Ofsted inspection at the start of November, the positive shift in culture and
improved outcomes have rightly been recognised - but more of that later!
Attendance remains a key focus for us here and it is reassuring to report that absence rates are continuing to fall, despite the
traditional rise in coughs and colds at this time of year. This is down to your support as parents in minimising absence.
Well done and thank you for your continued support. Ensuring students are in school to learn and make progress is of prime
importance and is a good foundation for future workplace expectations.
With December nearly upon us there is much planned for the next 15 school days including the Oak Academy Christmas meal
on the 13th December and festive assemblies during the final week of term. Health and Social Care students will once again host
our Community Tea party, in conjunction with Faithworks on 12 th December and the following week on the 19th December,
performing arts students will be taking to the stage in the evening to showcase this term’s creative talents.
Last year’s event was a sold-out success and tickets will go on sale again shortly.
The first week of December marks the completion of the important but supportive mock examination experience for Year 11
and 13 students. Students have been preparing for these assessments and although it may be a little strong to say that they
have looked forward to them, the students will be keen to find out their achievements on their return after the Christmas break.
This will provide them with a crucial understanding of their strengths and their areas for focus and improvement for their final
full term at Oak Academy.
Everyone here is working their hardest to secure the best possible outcomes for all Oak students – another feature of
our Ofsted report – and whatever your plans for the Christmas holiday, I wish you and your family peace, happiness and a
(restful!) well-deserved break.
Yours sincerely

Richard Burgas
Principal

High Expectations lead to High Achievers

WW1 Commemoration at Oak, 5th- 9th November
Staff and students at Oak marked the centenary of the end of World War 1 with a commemorative
week of events. In tutor time poppy sales, a WW1 general knowledge quiz and creation of poetry,
prayer and thanksgiving on hand-made poppies for a static display did much to create an
understanding of the conflict and an empathy with the tragedy experienced.
Year 7 and 8 students enjoyed a themed curriculum day, with WW1 style basic training drills in PE
being a notable success! Year 7 students organised a cake sale in support of the Poppy Appeal and
Year 9 are writing ‘blueys’ to existing servicemen and woman on active duty as part of this
long-standing national practice.
Mrs Whitby and Mrs Helliwell have also created a permanent display and timeline in our main hall
to serve as a lasting reminder of the ultimate sacrifice given by so many during the last 104 years.
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.”

Careers Fayre, 7th November
In collaboration with Parkstone Rotary Club, we opened our doors on the 7 th November as host
to the annual Careers Fayre, serving Year 10 and 11 students across a number of academies in
the local area.
The event was a huge success! - 32 exhibitors from industry, professional and education sectors
were on hand to give a clear insight into their world and the pathways available for progression
at Post-16 level. Oak students were perfect ambassadors and gained much from attending this
event alongside their peers from St. Aldhelms, LeAF Studio and Tregonwell Academy.
Nothing drives success and informs decisions more than being inspired by the people we meet
and it’s therefore great to learn that one to one progression interviews with Year 11 highlight the
positive impact the Careers Fayre has had.
With the bar set high, we now look forward to next annual fayre at St. Aldhelm’s Academy!

Children in Need Week, 13th-16th November
A small group of Year 13 CACHE students took up the challenge of coordinating Oak’s involvement in fundraising for this worthy
cause. They didn’t disappoint and the response from students demonstrated once again the generosity and kindness that
makes our Oak community so special.
With daily cake sales, sales of bracelets, Pudsey Bears and raffle tickets, leading up to a mufti-day on Friday the 16th,
the team achieved just over £500!
Our sincere thanks to everyone that took part and congratulations to the raffle winners:
Student: Tamia Deacon-Witt, Year 7
Staff: Mrs C. Stamp
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HMI Ofsted Inspection, 1st – 2nd November
Saving the best to very nearly the last! Alongside everything we’ve done this term, Oak finally received the long-overdue Ofsted
visit, with a team of 4 inspectors joining us at the end of the first week after half term.
Very much business as usual, students and staff welcomed the team into lessons, book scrutinies and formal meetings so that
they could evaluate the support and learning opportunities provided for all at Oak Academy.
I am pleased to share that the team recognised the significant improvements that have been made since the last inspection in
March 2016. Although the overall judgement is absolutely not where we want the school to be, the inspectors said Oak is
‘unrecognisable’ since the last inspection and are confident that action taken will continue the trend of improvement,
– it’s only a matter of time.
“Since the school joined the Ambitions Academies Trust in 2017, there has been a determined and relentless focus to improve
the standard of education that the school provides. Leaders have had to overcome significant challenges to rectify the
weaknesses of the past and redesign systems which had hitherto not been fit for purpose. They have undertaken this with
energy and articulate a clear vision for the school and the curriculum. Leaders are committed to providing the best possible
experiences and life opportunities for pupils in their care”. Ofsted 2018
Our pastoral care was identified as a notable strength, particularly with regard to mental health and well-being, and it is
reassuring to know that in a time when all agencies are stretched, our ability to deliver quality provision and care really does
make a difference.
As parents, your confidence and support in us to provide quality learning and teaching has been validated and I’m proud to see
is something that is rightly rewarded with a report that accurately reflects the journey we’re on, challenges overcome and
where we’ll continue to work together in the best interests of the young adults we serve. Thank you.
“This is an improving school.” Ofsted 2018
The full report can be read through the Oak Website: https://www.oak-academy.co.uk/
Do please take the time to read this and recognise the many ways we’re working together to help Oak students
learn, grow and achieve.
Academy Uniform
Acting on parental feedback, we’ve heard that some have experienced delays when ordering and we’re keen to minimise the
impact this has on being dressed and prepared for school. All uniform orders need to be made direct through Brigade.
http://www.brigade.uk.com/ but do let us know if you have significant delays.
To support the odd lost student necktie we have purchased a stock and will be working
with students to ensure that these are worn correctly at all times.
With finally winter certainly here, a reminder that suitable coats as outlined in the student
planner are the best solution to this cold and wet weather. If students do wear hoodies
underneath their blazer they do need to be removed on arrival in the morning.
Additionally, if students need an extra layer the Oak jumper can be purchased from Brigade.
Reverse Advent Calendar
Christmas is a time of giving and we’re asking that we think of others in the local area this year through a ‘reversed advent
calendar.’ The idea is simple – during advent and as we count down to the end of term, students and staff are being asked to
bring in items of food each day to support the Bournemouth Food Bank. We hope to fill as many family ‘boxes’ as possible and
a wish list has gone out to students through tutor time. Boxes will be collected on Monday 17 th December.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas from all at Oak Academy!
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Oak Academy Term Dates for the remainder of the year:

End of Term Dates
Friday 30th November 2018

INSET Day

Friday 21st December 2018

Last Day of Term

Spring Term Dates
Tuesday 8th January 2019

First Day of Term

Friday 15th February 2019

Break up for Half Term

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd February

Half Term

Monday 25th February 2019

Students return to school

Friday 5th April 2019

Last Day; Break up for Easter Holidays

Summer Term Dates

Tuesday 23rd April 2019

First Day of Term

th

Monday 6 May 2019

Bank Holiday

Friday 24th May 2019

Break up for Half Term

Monday 27th to Friday 31st May 2019

Half Term

Monday 3rd June 2019

Students return to school

Friday 19th July 2019

Last Day; Break up for Summer Holidays

Staff Training Days

Monday 7th January 2019
Friday 5th July 2019
Monday 22nd July 2019
Tuesday 23rd July 2019
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