
 

Literacy Catch Up Premium: Review of Strategy 2016-17    

In 2016, funding was allocated for students that had KS2 levels of below Level 4 (Scaled score 95 or below) at KS2 in Reading, 

Maths or both. 

 

36 students in total (18 Reading, 4 Maths, 18 both Reading and maths) 

 

The total funding provided was = £17, 268   (36 x £476.47)  

 

Barriers identified to raising attainment: 

1. Literacy skills entering Year 7 are below National Average which prevent students from accessing text and the new GCSE 

specification 

2. Numeracy skills entering Year 7 are below National Average 

3. Historical Education of students within the Academy  

4. Deprivation of local area 

5. 'Some feeder schools have not ensured rapid and sustained progress over students' primary schooling' 

 

As a result of this two key targets were set: 

1. To raise the attainment & progress of Catch up premium students to bring outcomes in line with the cohort. 

2. To increase the attendance of Catch up premium students who are persistently absent. 

 

Overall Review Rating & Comment: AMBER 

The overall impact of the spend is rated as “Amber” due to there being some parts of the plan that need to be more securely 

embedded. A number of actions were fully achieved including reducing teaching group size, ensuring specialist primary provision 

and modifying curriculum design. Other actions were also completed but are rated amber due to the limited overall impact on 

closing the achievement gap. Because this was the first catch up plan at the school under the new Academy Trust and new Senior 

Leadership Team and because it was tackling a number of legacy issues that had been not been addressed by the previous SLT, 

the same principles will be used in the 2017-18 plan to address achievement gaps. 

 



 

Literacy Catch Up Premium: Review of Strategy 2016-17    

Priority:  

To accelerate progress and raise attainment through improving the quality of teaching and learning so it is at least good 

Objective 

What 
Actions including CPD  Review Comments 

1.1  
Improve 

consistency 
and quality 

of lesson 

planning and 
deliver more 

active and 
engaging 

lessons to 
provide high 

quality 

personalised 
learning for 

all students.  

Curriculum modifications  and quality first teaching 
 

1. Reduced size teaching groups and clear teacher identification of Pupil 
premium, students through class Passports  

 

 
2. Specialist Primary teacher provision in English to support low literacy 

levels on entry 
 

 
 

3. Curriculum modification to include one additional literacy lesson for 

group 5 in Years 7&8 
 

4. Accurate recording of assessments, current and projected data capture 
 

 

 
5. Under-achieving students are identified and interventions are applied 

that make an impact, to include small group English and Maths 
intervention 

 
6. One to one reading for students requiring additional support 

 

 
 

7. Homework /Handwriting and Reading Club 

 
 

1. Achieved: class knowledge of prior attainment bands has 
improved as evidence through class data folders. Teaching 

groups have been kept small for the cohort. 

 
2. Achieved: specialist primary teachers were allocated to 16-17 

English groups to support with the transition of pupils from KS2 
to KS3. Poor practice has also been addressed through some 

staffing changes 
 

3. Achieved: The curriculum has been redesigned to allocate MFL 

teaching time for further literacy work 
 

4. Partially achieved: Although headway was made in the 
collection of assessment, current & projected data, there was a 

consistent tendency to over-reward students with levels that  

 
5. Partially achieved: Small group intervention did take place, but 

the impact was not significant enough to close attainment gaps 
 

 
6. Partially achieved: 1 to 1 reading intervention was put in place 

via the SSC for identified students. However, the impact needed 

to be greater 
 

7. Partially achieved: HWK and handwriting clubs have been 
established in the SSC after school for students. There is a 

reading club but this has small numbers and therefore does not 

impact enough students 
 


